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A. Course Overview
This course will explore social issues affecting local immigrant populations through readings, research and service learning. Theorizing immigration as a social and policy issue in U.S. culture, we will learn about the specific contributions that anthropology has made to the understanding of immigration, from two different yet interrelated perspectives: globalization, on the one hand, and local processes, on the other. Through placements in community organizations that address immigrants’ needs in neighborhoods surrounding campus, we will attempt to understand the barriers to access human and social services that immigrants experience.  Through fieldwork and service, we will entertain major questions such as: What are the major characteristics of the contemporary immigration to neighborhoods adjacent to campus?  In what respects is this immigrant stream different from previous ones?  How have the new immigrants interacted with non-immigrant resident populations?  Is there a relationship between immigrant well-being and access to basic and social services?

B. Course Objectives

1. To familiarize the student with the anthropology of immigration, especially as a development issue in the area surrounding campus. 

2. To foster University-community organizations partnerships as a context for service learning 

3. To instruct students to write for scholarly, organizational, and public audiences.

4. To engage students in research related to the Immigrant Life Course Research Program. 

C. Course Methods
1. Lectures by instructors and guest speakers. Supplemental films will also be shown in those times when there is no guest speaker scheduled.

2. Discussion sessions on assigned readings and field notes. 

3. Service learning/field work in local service organizations (4 hours per week). 

4. Final projects: analytical research paper and poster/visual presentation. 

D. Course Requirements

1. Class Participation: Students come prepared with a summary of the reading material for the week and issues/questions for discussion. The format is as follows: one page maximum with a four to five sentence summary and three issues/questions for discussion. Students will present these as part of the class discussion.

2. Ethnographic Service Learning: Students devote at least 4 hours per week in a collaborative project with a community organization. Based on your experiences and interests, you will be placed in one of several nearby service organizations. Maria Walsh (mawalsh@wam.umd.edu) will assist students in all aspects of their placement with the service organization. You will turn in your field notes each week. The format for the field notes is as follows: Maximum 2 typed pages of description and 2 typed pages of analysis and reflection. While in the field, the most useful method of note-taking is the double entry journal, which is explained in class.

3. Analytical research paper: Based on the service placement, readings and lectures, this paper will explore the political incorporation of new immigrants in a changing U.S. culture through a theme or themes that have emerged from your ethnographic service learning practicum. The paper, not to exceed 20 pages of text, should contain two appendices: (1) an annotated bibliography of the theme or themes, and (2) fieldnotes.

4. Poster/Visual presentation:  A PowerPoint or other visual representation (such as a professional-style poster) that summarizes the ethnographic service learning experience, using the four questions (see section F below) as a guide.

E. Course Grading

Class attendance is crucial to the success of this course. Two medically unexcused absences will automatically lower the final grade to the next level.

10% 
attendance

15% 
field notes and discussion

15% 
summary of reading and discussion

30% 
Poster and presentation

30% 
Analytical research paper (final date to turn in: Dec 20th)

F. Service-Learning 

(adapted from UMD’s “Faculty Handbook for Service-Learning”, 1999)

Service-learning is a partnership-building tool that combines community service with structured opportunities for learning. As pedagogy, service-learning is particularly well-adapted to ethnography and participant observation. Service-learning can help students develop the habit of critical reflection, deepen their understandings of course content, enable them to integrate theory with practice, sharpen their abilities to solve problems creatively, enhance their skills in working collaboratively and learn about human difference and commonality.

The goals of service learning for Anth 468/688 are to:

· Conduct participant observation

· Gain a familiarity with immigrant populations in this area

· To understand service providers as a field test of assimilation theories.

Beyond working collaboratively with your supervisor at the site and helping to further the mission and goals of the organization, focus your observations to answer the following:

1. Who are the immigrants?

2. How do they articulate with the service structure?

3. What are the providers and consumers’ views of each other?

4. How can the knowledge gathered through participant observation contribute to community organization’s goal to address immigrant needs?

G. Academic Integrity

The University of Maryland, College Park has a nationally recognized Code of Academic Integrity, administered by the Student Honor Council. This Code sets standards for academic integrity at Maryland for all undergraduate and graduate students.  As a student you are responsible for upholding these standards for this course.  It is very important for you to be aware of the consequences of cheating, fabrication, facilitation, and plagiarism. For more information on the Code of Academic Integrity or the Student Honor Council, please visit http://www.shc.umd.edu. To further exhibit your commitment to academic integrity, remember to sign the Honor Pledge on all examinations and assignments: "I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on this examination (assignment)."

H. Course Schedule

Week 1 (August 29):  Course Overview

Guest Speaker:  Barbara Jacoby, Chair of the University's Coalition for Civic Engagement and Leadership and former Director of the Office of Community Service Learning, UMD

Week 2 (September 5):  Theories of Immigrant Incorporation in Historical Perspective

Read:
Angrosino, Chapters 1-3

Alba & Nee, Chapters 1 and 2

Film:
De L’autre Côte (2002)

Week 3 (September 12):  Theory and Praxis of Immigrant Incorporation into the Larger Society

Read: 
Angrosino, Chapter 4


Alba & Nee, Chapters 3 and 4

Film:
Blue Collar and Buddha (1996)

Week 4 (September 19):  Immigrant Assimilation as Mainstream Globalization

Read:  Angrosino, Chapter 5

Alba & Nee, Chapters 5 and 6

Film:
Transnational Fiesta (1992)

Week 5 (September 26):  The Immigrant Life Course

Read:  Angrosino, Chapter 6


Alba & Nee, Chapter 7

Guest Speaker (tentative):
Dae Young Kim, UMD Department of Sociology



   

Second Generation Immigrants

Week 6 (October 3):  Anthropology of Migration

Read:
Papers to be provided
Guest Speaker (tentative):  
Elzbieta Gozdziak, Research Director, Institute for the Study 

of International Migration, Georgetown University 

New Immigrant Gateways
Week 7 (October 10):  Migration as a Household Strategy for Socio-Economic Mobility

Read:  Trager, Part I

Film: The Sixth Section (2003)

Week 8 (October 17):  Migration and Socio-Economic Development

Read:  Trager, Part II

Film: Chinese Restaurants (2005)
Week 9 (October 24):  Low Income Immigrant Urban Enclaves

The global in the Local: The Case of East Harlem, New York and Langley Park, Maryland

Guest Speaker (tentative):  William Hanna



 

El Barrio de Langley Park

Week 10 (October 31): The Relevance of Gender in Immigration Studies

Read:  Gap Min

Guest Speaker:  Sara Poggio, University of Maryland Baltimore County



   Contemporary Female Immigration to the U.S.

Week 11 (November 7):  The Relevance of Age in Immigrant Households 

Read:  Mahler, Chapters 4-6

Film: From Harling Point (2003)

Week 12 (November 14):  Ethnicity, Social Class and Multi-State Assimilation Strategies

Due:  Outline for paper and poster

Read:  Adler

Film: Do They Catch Children Too? (2004)
Week 13 (November 22)

Thanksgiving holiday

Week 14 (November 28)

Paper presentation to class using poster as visual aid to obtain feedback on both paper and poster  

Week 15 (December 5)

Poster/Visual presentation to supervisors from Service Learning Sites and class 

Due:  Poster

*FINAL PAPER DUE Dec 19.  Make two copies: one for grading purposes and one to be mailed to supervisor

I. Readings

Required


Undergraduates
Adler, Rachel

2004 Yucatecans in Dallas, Texas: Breaching the Border, Bridging the Distance. 

Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon 

Davidson, Miriam
            2000 Lives on the Line: Dispatches from the U.S.-Mexico Border, Tucson,AZ;

                     University of Arizona Press

Hamilton, Nora and Norma Stoltz Chinchilla

             2001 Seeking Community in a Global City: Guatemalans and Salvadorans in Los 
                      Angeles. Philadelphia, Penn. Temple University Press

Holtzman, Jon

              2008 Nuer Journeys, Nuer Lives: Sudanese Refugees In Minnesota. Boston, MA:

                      Pearson

Margolis, Maxine
             1998 An Invisible Minority: Brazilians in New York City. Boston, MA: Allyn and  

                      Bacon

Miles, Ann

              2004 From Cuenca to Queens. Austin,Texas. University of Texas Press.

Graduates
Adler, Rachel

2004  Yucatecans in Dallas, Texas: Breaching the Border, Bridging the Distance. 

Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon 

 Davidson, Miriam

            2000 Lives on the Line: Dispatches from the U.S.-Mexico Border, Tucson,AZ;

                     University of Arizona Press

Foner, Nancy
              2002 American Arrivals:Anthropology Engages the New Immigration. Santa Fe, NM

                       School of American Research.

Hamilton, Nora and Norma Stoltz Chinchilla

             2001 Seeking Community in a Global City: Guatemalans and Salvadorans in Los 

                      Angeles. Philadelphia, Penn. Temple University Press

Holtzman, Jon

              2008 Nuer Journeys, Nuer Lives: Sudanese Refugees In Minnesota. Boston, MA

                       Pearson:

Hondagneu-Sotelo, P.

              2003 Gender and U.S. Immigration. Berkeley: University of California Press

Margolis, Maxine

             1998 An Invisible Minority: Brazilians in New York City. Boston, MA: Allyn and  

                      Bacon

Miles, Ann

              2004 From Cuenca to Queens. Austin,Texas. University of Texas Press.

Trager, Lilian (editor) 

2005  Migration and Economy: Global and Local Dynamics. Walnut Creek, CA:

            Altamira Press
Recommended 

Alba, Richard and Victor Nee 

2003  Remaking the American Mainstream: Assimilation and Contemporary 

Immigration. Boston: Harvard University Press 

Angrosino, Michael

2005  Projects in Ethnographic Research.  Illinois: Waveland Press 

Basch, Linda, Nina Glick Schiller and Cristina Szanton Blanc (editors)

1994  Nations Unbound: Transnational Projects, Postcolonial Predicaments and Deterrorialized Nation-States. The Netherlands: Gordon & Breach

Bonilla, Frank, Edwin Meléndez, Rebecca Morales and María de Los Angeles Torres (editors)

1998  Borderless Borders: U.S. Latinos, Latin Americans, and the Paradox of 

Interdependence. Philadelphia PA: Temple University Press

Brettell, Caroline 

2003  Anthropology and Migration: Essays on Transnationalism, Ethnicity and 

Identity. Walnut Creek, CA: Altamira 

Chavez, Leo

1992  Shadowed Lives: Undocumented Immigrants in American Society. Orlando, Fl:  Holt, Rinehart and Winston 

Davidson, Miriam

2000  Lives on the Line: Dispatches from the U.S.-Mexico Border. Tucson, AZ: 

The University of Arizona Press 

Foner, Nancy (editor) 

2003 American Arrivals: Anthropology Engages the New Immigration. Santa Fe: 

School for American Research

Gozdziak, Elzbieta and Susan Martin, editors 

2005  Beyond the Gateway: Immigrants in a Changing America. Lanham, MD, 

Lexington Books

Lamphere, Louise, Alex Stepick and Guillermo Grenier (editors)

1994  Newcomers in the Workplace: Immigrants and the Restructuring of the U.S. 

Economy. Philadelphia: Temple University Press 

Mahler, Sarah J.

1995  American Dreaming: Immigrant Life on the Margins. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press

Margolis, Maxine L.

1993  Little Brazil: An Ethnography of Brazilian Immigrants in New York City. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press

1998 An Invisible Minority: Brazilians in New York City. Boston, MA: Allyn and 

Bacon

Min Boston,, Pyong Gap

1998  Changes and Conflicts: Korean Immigrant Families in New York. 

MA: Allyn and Bacon 

Ong, Aihwa

1999  Flexible Citizenship: The Cultural Logics of Transnationality. Durham, 

NC: Duke University Press 

Raj, Dhooleka S.

2003  Where are you from?: Middle-class Migrants in the Modern World. 

Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 

Schiller, Nina Glick and Georges Eugene Fouron

2001  Georges Woke Up Laughing: Long Distance Nationalism and the Secret for Home. Durham/London: Duke University Press

Suárez-Orozco, Marcelo (editor)

1998  Crossings: Mexican Immigration in Interdisciplinary Perspectives.

Boston:  Harvard University Press

Vila, Pablo 

2000 Crossing Borders, Reinforcing Borders: Social Categories, Metaphors and 

Narrative Identities on the U.S./Mexico Frontier. Austin: University of Texas 

Press

1. If any student has any special study or test taking needs (e.g. test anxiety, dyslexia, poor vision, and hearing, special seating requirements, etc), please let the instructor know as soon as possible so your participation in this course can be enhanced. In addition, the instructor will gladly make students aware of special services/facilities on this campus that might be of assistance in the course of your studies here at UMCP. 
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