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Indigenous Cultures of Latin America

ANTH 3319 / SOCI 3317
Dept. of Sociology/Anthropology, Univ. of Texas at El Paso
Spring Semester, 2007

Professor:
Dr. Aurolyn Luykx, aluykx@utep.edu
Office:

Old Main #305
Phone:

(915) 747-6593
Office Hours:
Tuesdays 10:30 - 12:00, Thursdays 2:00-3:00 or by appt.

TA:

Martha Flores, miflores3@utep.edu 

Office: 

Old Main #309 

Phone: 

747-6508 

Office Hours: 
TBA

Course Description: This is an interesting but demanding course about the various indigenous peoples of Latin America. There will be some attention to historical events, but we will focus principally on contemporary indigenous groups and their contradictory, often conflictive relations with their respective nation-states. We will not attempt an exhaustive study of the wide range of indigenous contexts across North, Central, and South America; rather, we will examine a representative sample of these contexts, and give more in-depth study to only two (Chiapas, Mexico and highland Bolivia).

The course is designed for highly motivated, upper-level students who are interested in the intersection of politics and culture in Latin America. There will be a substantial amount of reading, as well as independent library/Internet research and written work.

Required texts:

Contemporary Indigenous Movements in Latin America (220 pages), by Erick D. Langer & Elena Munoz. SR Books (2003).

The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico (196 pages), by Miguel Leon-Portillo. Beacon Press (1992).

Uprising of Hope: Sharing the Zapatista Journey to Alternative Development (344 pages), by Duncan Earle & Jeanne Simonelli. AltaMira Press (2005).

Lines in the Water: Nature and Culture at Lake Titicaca (314 pages), by Benjamin Orlove. University of California Press (2002).

The Citizen Factory: Schooling and Cultural Production in Bolivia (399 pages), by Aurolyn Luykx. State University of New York Press (1998).

Readings not in the required texts (marked with an *asterisk in the reading schedule) will be available in the Student Union copy center.

Recommended:

Indigenous Movements, Self-Representation, and the State in Latin America (304 pages), by Kay B. Warren & Jean E. Jackson (eds.). University of Texas Press (2003). Includes a few of your assigned readings. One copy will be placed on reserve in the library, but students choosing to do research papers on Guatemala, Colombia, or Brazil will probably want to buy this book.

Evaluation: Final course grades will be based on the following:

1) Participation (20%). This includes attendance, participation in class and web-based* discussions, and mini-assignments done in class, at home, or on-line. Regular attendence and on-line participation are essential to doing well in this class; if either of these present a problem for you, you should consider dropping.
2) Group assignment (10%). Details will be given the first week of class.

3) Reading quizzes: (10%). 10 times throughout the semester, you will be required to take a brief reading quiz on WebCT before coming to class. “Being present” means coming prepared, not just occupying a seat.

4) Four short papers (2-4 pages) (5% each) in which you give your reaction to the four books we will be reading throughout the semester. Specific guidelines will be provided on WebCT.

5) Two short exams (10% each).  These will be mostly multiple choice and short-answer questions, and will cover the shorter course readings (i.e., not the books by León-Portillo, Earle & Simonelli, Orlove, and Luykx).

6) An individual research paper, project, or final exam; choose from the options below (20%).
a. A detailed description of a particular indigenous group, their history and current situation.

b. a comparative analysis of different countries or indigenous groups with regard to some particular feature: territory/land use, legal status, assimilation to the nation-state, cultural integrity, linguistic vitality, political cohesiveness, etc.. For example, you could compare how the Bolivian government interacts with highland and lowland indigenous groups; or the situation of the Yanomami on both sides of the Brazil/Venezuela border; or why the Aymara in Chile have mostly lost their ancestral language, while those in Perú have not.

c. A more specific topic of your own choosing; for example, the influence of indigenous musical traditions on the popular or classical music of a given country; the significance of a particular indigenous figure, such as Rigoberta Menchú, Victor Hugo Cárdenas, or Davi Yanomami; efforts at indigenous language preservation or revitalization in a given country; state policies on indigenous education; indigenous peoples’ participation in international environmental campaigns; intellectual property rights regarding the cultural knowledge and ecological resources of rainforest peoples; or whatever sparks your interest (contingent upon approval by the professor).

d. Students may also opt to do a final (take-home) exam, consisting of essay questions which will ask you to draw comparisons among the various peoples and situations we have studied.

Extra Credit: There may be a few opportunities for extra credit during the semester, but these cannot make up for poor performance on regular assignments. Extra credit can serve to bump up the final course grade for students who are “borderline,” but your best strategy for getting an A in the course is to put your effort into the regular assignments. DO NOT ask for opportunities to do extra credit during the last two weeks of the course.
Standards of classroom behavior: 

In a class this size, it takes effort and concentration to stay organized, engaged, and on-task. Adherence to standards of respectful behavior will help us get the most out of our time together.

Be punctual. Class begins promptly at 9:00. If you know in advance that you must arrive late or leave early, show consideration for your classmates by sitting near the door, in the back half of the classroom. 

Turn off your cell phones. For emergencies, you may put your phone on vibrate, but you must leave the classroom before taking the call.

Keep off-task conversation to a minimum. Social conversation during class shows disrespect for your professor and your classmates. There will be plenty of opportunities for active participation and small-group work; you will not have to sit through hour-long lectures. Thus, I expect you to stay focused on what we are doing until class is dismissed.
UTEP Statement on Academic Integrity:

“In the classroom and in all other academic activities, students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity. It is imperative that students understand the regulations pertaining to academic integrity and that all faculty insist on adherence to these standards. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another person, and any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit such acts. Proven violations may result in sanctions ranging from disciplinary probation, to a failing grade on the work in question, to a failing grade in the course, to suspension or dismissal, among others.”

http://libraryweb.utep.edu/start/getting_started.cfm?page=plagiarism 

The above website below has links to: definitions of plagiarism and cheating; tips for avoiding plagiarism; procedures for suspected cases of academic dishonesty; guidelines for citing the sources you use in your research; and interactive scenarios of issues you might be faced with in your college career. You are strongly urged to review this information. If you are in doubt about how or whether to reference the ideas or words of others, please consult with me – better sure than sorry.

Students with disabilities:

UTEP is committed to equity in the provision of educational services to students with disabilities. If you have or suspect you have a disability that may affect your performance in this course, or requires accommodations, we will work with the Office of Disabled Student Services to accommodate your needs. You can contact the Disabled Student Services Office (DSSO) at 747-5148 or at dss@utep.edu, or visit Room 106 in the Union East Building. More information is available at www.utep.edu/dsso. 

Student athletes/musicians: 

Students participating in university-sanctioned activities such as athletics, band, etc. should inform the professor during the first week of class. If these obligations will cause you to miss class, let us know as soon as possible, in order to schedule make-up activities. AFTER you have missed class is too late to inform the professor of a conflict or schedule make-up assignments.
How to do well in this course:

- Come to class prepared to participate. Feel free to ask questions, comment on the readings, challenge statements made by the professor or a classmate, etc. Your involvement and participation are vital both to your own academic performance and to the quality of the course. Although our large class size is not very conducive to whole-class discussions, comments from the floor are always welcome.

- Read all the assigned readings thoroughly and on schedule. Ask questions about points that are unclear. DO NOT waste the class’s time by asking questions about readings you didn’t do. If you have trouble understanding the readings or you want to delve deeper into some topic, come see me during office hours.

- Keep complete and well-organized notes. Write legibly, highlight important points, and review your notes after class to fill in details while they’re fresh in your mind. After finishing a reading, make a brief outline of it; these will be useful when preparing for exams. If you must miss a class, it is your responsibility to get notes from other students; if the notes are unclear, seek clarification from your classmates, the TA, or the professor.

- Mark up your books. If your books are clean and pristine by the end of the course, you probably wasted your money. If you don’t like to use highlighters on your books, Post-it notes or book tabs are a good way to mark points for later discussion in class. 

- Put in the time. You should expect to spend 2-3 hours outside of class for every hour of class time. Check the class website regularly and keep up with web discussions with your group. Discussing readings and studying with others are some of the most effective (and enjoyable) ways to ensure good grades.

- Review, rehash, re-write. Your ability to read with comprehension, think about what you’ve read, discuss your thoughts with others, and express yourself clearly in writing are among the most important benefits of your college education; cultivate these skills. Take advantage of the Tutoring Center in the library to help you edit your papers before turning them in; better yet, pair up with a classmate so you can review and proofread each other’s papers.

- Develop an interest in the subject. Good students are curious students, interested in ideas and in broadening their knowledge; poor students are those with no interest in anything outside their own little world. Curiosity is a sign of intelligence; boredom is a sign of closed-mindedness and ignorance.

- Be responsible. Part of your college education is learning to manage your time. DO NOT leave assignments till the last minute. “I couldn’t get on WebCT last night” is not an excuse for missing a deadline. I will strive to give sufficient time for assignments, provide clear guidelines for completing them, and weight them such that no single assignment will determine your grade in the course. 
- Visit the TA or the professor early in the semester if you are having trouble. With 50 students, it is hard to monitor each individual’s progress; therefore, you are responsible for seeking help if you need it.

If all else fails… Sometimes, despite the best of intentions, unforeseen events make it impossible to fulfill one’s obligations. If you find yourself in such a situation, come speak to me. I would much rather facilitate an academic withdrawal for you than have you fail the course. Note that if you withdraw after the Drop Day (March 23), the course repeat rule* will apply. 

Reading and assignment schedule: 
Any changes in the course schedule will be announced in class and on the course website (WebCT). It is your responsibility to check Web CT regularly; please note that your WebCT email does not automatically forward to your regular UTEP email.
	WEEK/THEME
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	Week 1 (Jan. 16-18)

Central concepts & questions
	Course intro, form groups for country profiles
	Langer: Introduction

Ramos: Ch. 8 (W&J)

	Week 2 (Jan. 23-25)

The diversity of indigenous contexts in L.A.
	group presentations
	group presentations

	Week 3 (Jan. 30-Feb. 1)

Indigenous groups under dictatorship
	Sznajder (Ch. 2, L&M)

Horst (Ch. 6, L&M)

CENSUS DAY: JAN. 31
	Warren (Ch. 8, L&M) 

 Montejo (Ch. 4, W&J)

Exam #1

	Week 4 (Feb. 6 & 8)
	The Broken Spears, Chs. 1-5
	The Broken Spears, Chs. 7-9

	Week 5 (Feb. 13 & 15)
	The Broken Spears, Chs. 10-14
	The Broken Spears, Chs. 15-16, Appendix & Postscript

	Week 6 (Feb. 20 & 22)
	Short paper #1 due 

Uprising of Hope, Foreword & Introduction
	Uprising of Hope, Chs. 1-4

	Week 7 (Feb. 27 & March 1)
	Uprising of Hope, Chs. 5-10
	Uprising of Hope, Chs. 11-12  

	Week 8 (March 6 & 8)
	Uprising of Hope, Chs. 13-16
	Short paper #2 due

	March 12-17 SPRING BREAK  (Start reading Lines in the Water)

	Week 9 (March 20 & 22)


	Lines in the Water, Preface, Chs. 1-4  

Turn in topic & preliminary biblio for final paper
	Lines in the Water, Ch. 5
COURSE DROP DEADLINE: MARCH 23

	Week 10 (March 27 & 29)
	Lines in the Water, Chs. 6-7
	Short paper #3 due

	Week 11 (April 3 & 5)

Indigenous actors and the struggle for state power (Peru, Ecuador)
	Starn (Ch. 7, L & M)

*Starn: “Missing the Revolution: Anthropologists and the War in Peru.” Cultural Anthropology 6(1).”
	Zamosc (Ch. 3, L&M)

O’Connor (Ch. 4, L&M)

	Week 12 (April 10 & 12)

Schooling and incorporation of indigenous groups in the process of state formation
	*Rival: “Formal Schooling and the Production of Modern Citizens in the Ecuadorian Amazon”

Exam #2
	The Citizen Factory, front material (pp. xi-xliii)

	Week 13 (April 17 & 19)


	The Citizen Factory,  Chs. 1-2
	The Citizen Factory,  Ch. 3, Appendix (pp. 321-330)

	Week 14 (April 24 & 26)
	The Citizen Factory,  Chs. 4-5
	The Citizen Factory,  Ch. 6

	Week 15 (May 1 & 3)
	The Citizen Factory,  Ch. 7 (optional)

Short paper #4 due
	Hirsch (Ch. 5. L&M)

Course wrap-up

	FINALS WEEK
	May 8, 10:00-12:00: Turn in final exam or research paper


* Students will be organized into on-line discussion groups of 5 students each. Throughout the semester, discussion questions will be sent to the groups; you will be required to post your own response, and respond to the postings of at least two other members of your group. Postings will be graded based on depth of insight, empirical support for your arguments, and ability to draw upon the class readings, as well as the frequency and length.


* The course repeat rule requires you to pay a fee if you take the same course three times (for example, if you failed it once, took it again and withdrew, and then register for it a third time). The current fee is $100 per semester credit hour, in addition to the regular cost of the course.





