CAST 311

Militarization in American Daily Life 

Fall 2004

Professor Gina M. Pérez

Tuesday & Thursday 1:30-2:45
Office: King 141D, x58982

Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 12-1.



Wednesday 1:30-2:30

Email: gina.perez@oberlin.edu
How has the history and contemporary reality of war and war preparation shaped daily life in the United States? And what have been the repercussions of militarization beyond U.S. geopolitical boundaries throughout the Americas? This course takes a broad view of “American” daily life to consider how war, war preparation, and the underlying assumption that war is both a natural fact and part of human nature, shape the experiences of people throughout the Americas as well as the globalizing reach of American military power throughout the 20th century.  A number of questions and theoretical concerns guide this course: What is the relationship between gender, sexuality and militarism? How is war and war preparedness mobilized through mythmaking, racialized urban fear, and visual images?  What has been the consequence of increasingly militarization of the U.S.-Mexican border and what is the relationship between U.S. foreign policy, immigration, and militarism?  How do militarism and militaristic values give shape to new raced, classed, gendered and sexual identities? And how do people exercise agency within social, economic, and political contexts shaped by military power?  In order to engage with these questions, we will read a wide range of texts, including feminist scholarship, ethnographic studies, history, urban and cultural studies, personal accounts of war and anti-war activism, and film.  
The course is divided into 4 parts.  In Part I readings begin with the contemporary reality  of the militarization of American culture post-September 11th and then move to theoretical engagement of sexuality, gender, and militarism. Part II focuses on how ideas of war are mobilized and justified with notions of defending the homefront on many levels: in U.S. foreign policy in Latin America; in the educational system; and at the U.S.-Mexican border.  Part III explores emerging identities resulting from military engagements and the impact of militarism on people’s lives and on the environment.  Part IV focuses one response to military power, namely popular protest of Puerto Rican residents against the U.S. Navy on the island of Vieques.
Required Texts

Enloe, Cynthia.  2001.  Maneuvers: The international politics of militarizing women’s lives:  Berkeley: University of California Press.

Lutz, Catherine.  2002.  Homefront: A military city and the American twentieth century.  New York: Beacon Press.

Mariscal, George.  1999.  Aztlán and Vietnam: Chicano and Chicana experiences of war.  Berkeley: University of California Press.

McCaffrey, Katherine.  2002.  Military power and popular protest: The U.S. navy in Vieques, Puerto Rico.  New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

Nevins, Joseph.  2001.  Operation gatekeeper: The rise of the “illegal alien” and the making of the U.S.-Mexico boundary.  New York: Routledge.
Renda, Mary.  Taking Haiti: Military occupation and the culture of U.S. imperialism.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.
All textbooks can be purchased at the college bookstore. Additional articles are available on reserve at Mudd Library and through ERES (Mudd Library’s Electronic Reserve system).

REQUIREMENTS

Participation and attendance 

15%

Group Presentation



10%

Three Critical Analyses
 

15% 

Research Project 



60%

I.  Class Attendance and Participation 

This class will be run as a seminar. Your attendance as well as your informed and thoughtful participation are absolutely critical to the success of this course.  You must have assigned readings completed for class and be prepared to discuss the texts. Current political events are certainly relevant to much of the course content, and making connections between the readings, class discussion and the contemporary experiences of war are encouraged. But students are also required to do so in relation to course materials. This course requires a great a great deal of reading and demands a high level of engagement, and students are expected to assume two important roles in the course: to be engaged participants raising questions, comments and critiques; and to be thoughtful, rigorous listeners, respectful of others’ opinions and willing to respectfully challenge (and be challenged by) your classmates
If you anticipate missing class, please inform me by email of your absence prior to class. More than 3 unexcused absences will result in a lower grade.

II.  Group Presentation 
Each of you will work in groups of 3 or 4 to prepare and give a 15 minute presentation that links the day’s readings with contemporary realities of militarization in American daily life.  You are encouraged to be creative in the material you share with the class—you may bring photographs, media reports, speeches, toys, film segments, for example—and are asked to do so in a way that stimulates discussion in the class. YOU ARE NOT BEING ASKED TO SUMMARIZE THE READINGS; rather you are being asked to bring a set of questions and issues related to the day’s readings that demonstrate the connections between classroom discussion and analysis in the wider world.     
Dates for Group Presentations: 9/14; 9/16; 9/23; 9/28; 10/7; 10/14.

III.  Written Assignments

This course is designed to help you develop critical reading, writing and analytical skills. To that end, you are required to complete a variety of writing assignments.

3 Critical Analyses, 3–4 pages each


For the weeks specified on the syllabus, you will be asked to write a 2-3 page analysis of the day’s readings.  Papers will be evaluated according to the following criteria: your ability to articulate the author’s argument; a critical analysis and evaluation of the argument; clarity of thought; and the ability to synthesize texts and materials presented and discussed in class.  These papers are designed to help facilitate the day’s discussion; therefore I will not accept any late papers.


Research Project

Students are required to develop a semester-long research project on some aspect of militarism in American daily life.  Because this is an interdisciplinary class, I expect an exciting range of research topics and methods and encourage you to build on previous research topics, papers and interests.  You will be invited to meet with me in the first few weeks of the semester to discuss your project; and although I suspect your thinking of the project will evolve over the course of the semester, I require that you begin with a project that is reasonable and intellectually stimulating even if your focus shifts slightly during the course.  Final papers should be 10-15 pages in length.


1.  Project Proposal, 3-4 pages, due September 24th (5%)
2. Literature Review, 4-5 pages, due October 15th (5%)
3. Oral Presentation, final three weeks of class (5%)
4. Final Project, 10-15 pages, due Finals week, date to be announced (45%)
CR/NE:  If you are taking this class CR/NE, you must fulfill all course obligations to receive credit.

LATE WORK:  All assignments must be completed on time. Papers not turned in at the beginning of class on the specified date will be considered late and will be penalized 1/3 grade for each day it is overdue. Late papers will not receive written comments.

ACADEMIC INCOMPLETES at the end of the semester will not be given except case of an emergency.  

HONOR CODE:  The policies described in the Oberlin College Honor Code apply to this class.  Written work must include proper citations and must be the product of your own work. You are also required to include the following statement on all written assignments:  "I affirm that I have adhered to the Honor Code in this assignment."  If you have any questions about how to properly cite sources or about the Honor Code, please feel free to approach me.  For more information on the Honor Code, see http://www.oberlin.edu/students/student_pages/honor_code.html
STUDENTS NEEDING EXTRA ASSISTANCE:  Please speak with me if you need disability-related accommodations in this course.  Student Academic Services is also an important resource for students needing academic assistance.  Please contact Jane Boomer, Coordinator of Services for Students with Disabilities, Peters G27, extension 58467.
CLASS SCHEDULE
Part I:  Militarizing American Lives

Weeks 1 and 2:  Introduction and this post-September 11th World

September 2
Introduction to class and to next week’s readings

September 7
Baker, “We’re in the army now” (ERes); Kaplan, “Homeland insecurities” (ERes); Howell and Shryrock, “Cracking down on diaspora” to be accessed at
http://journals.ohiolink.edu:20080/local-cgi/send-pdf/040104145908517086.pdf



(Anthropological Quarterly)
September 9
USA Patriot Act of 2001 http://www.aclu.org/Files/OpenFile.cfm?id=12250 

National Security Strategy of the United States http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss.pdf

Week 3:  Global Politics of Sexuality and Militarization 
September 14
Enloe, Manuevers, chapters 1-3 Group 1 presentation

September 16
Manuevers, chapters 5. 7, and conclusion Group 2 presentation
Part II:  Defending the Homefront

Week 4:  Mobilizing War and War Preparedness
September 21
Adams, “Mythmaking and the war” (ERes); Kozol, “Domesticating NATO’s war on Kosovo/a” (ERes); Regan, “War toys, war movies, and the militarization of the United States” (ERes)
September 23
Davis, “Fortress Los Angeles” (ERes); Parenti, “The return of law and order” and “Discipline in playland” (ERes); Bhavnani and Davis, “Women in prisons,” (ERes) Group 3 presentation
******PROJECT PROPOSALS DUE SEPTEMBER 24th  NOON******
Week 5:  Military towns
September 28
Lutz, Homefront, chapters 1-4 Group 4 presentation
September 30
Homefront, chapters 5-6 and epilogue 
Week 6:  Militarizing the U.S.-Mexican Border
October 5
Nevins, Operation gatekeeper, chapters 1-4
October 7 
Operation gatekeeper, chapters 5–8; Dunn, “Introduction to Militarization of the U.S.-Mexican border” (ERes)  Group 5 presentation
Week 7: U.S. Foreign Policy and American Schools: The Other Lines of Defense
October 12
Grimmett et. al., “U.S. army school of the Americas,” (ERes); Hamilton and Chinchilla, “Origins and Patterns of Central American migration” and “The 1990s” (ERes).  Critical Review #1 Due at Beginning of Class.
October 14
Bartlett and Lutz, “Disciplining social difference” (ERes) Group 6 presentation
****LITERATURE REVIEW DUE OCTOBER 15th NOON****
*************************FALL BREAK***********************
Part III.  War’s Bloody Toll

Week 9:  The Culture of War and Imperialism
October 26
Renda, Taking Haiti, chapters 1-4
October 28
Taking Haiti, chapters 5-conclusion Critical Review #2 due at beginning of class
Week 10:  War and the Emergence of New Identities 
November 2 
Mattingly, “Narrating September 11” (ERes) 
November 4
Film: Regret to Inform 
Week 11:  Race, Class and Political Mobilization
November 9
Mariscal, Aztlán and Vietnam, pp. 1-46; selected readings 1-27.
November 11
Aztlán and Vietnam, pp. 187-212; selected readings 28-62, and epilogue
Week 12:  War’s Environmental Toll
November 16
Lanier-Graham, “Introduction” and “Environmental damage during war” (ERes).  
November 18
Kelly, “Tanks and Toxics” (ERes); Calabria, “The war against toxics” (ERes); LaDuke, “A society based on conquest cannot be sustained,” (ERes).
Part IV:  Responses
Week 13:  U.S. Colonialism and Military Power
November 23 
McCaffrey, Military power and popular protest 

Critical Review #3 due at beginning of class
November 25
Thanksgiving No Class Meeting
Weeks 14, 15, 16: Final Presentations
November 30 
Oral Presentations
December 2
Oral Presentations
December 7
Oral Presentations
December 9
Oral Presentations
December 14
Oral Presentations

Final Project Due Exam Week, Date to Be Announced
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